THE  LONG  PARLIAMENT
that no further satisfaction could be obtained from
the King on this or any other matter, proceeded to
nominate fit persons to take command of the militia
in the several shires.   The King, startled by this, sent
a message wholly evading the points at issue, and
promising church reform.    In answer to ugly rumours
that he was not so single-minded in his opposition to
the Irish rebellion as he professed to be, he displayed a
flash of personal courage, in which, as distinct from
moral courage, he was never lacking, and offered to
go in person to the war in that country.    Thereafter
for a time exchange of these futilities proceeded daily,
until at length Parliament announced that if the King
still refused his assent to a bill that had passed both
Houses, then Parliamentc for the safety of his Majesty,
and of themselves, and of the whole kingdom, and to
preserve the peace thereof, and to prevent future fears
and jealousies, they shall be constrained of themselves
without his Majesty, to settle the necessary business
of the  militia.5    This   was  on   March   ist.    Since
February 23rd, on which date the Queen had sailed
from Dover, where the King had taken leave of her,
he had been constantly on the move, passing through
Canterbury and Greenwich.     He was at Theobalds
when the message reached him.    He had already
sent for his two sons, Charles and James, to join him
from Hampton Court.    He  told Parliament once
again that he would have nothing to do with the Bill.
The House voted the answer to be unsatisfactory,
* and that the Kingdom be forthwith put into a posture
of defence.9    The following day a committee was
appointed to give effect to this resolution.    High in
authority among its members was Hampden.    On
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